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essage of the Acting Governor : 
: ` 3 ° ; 
“ A 
« 4 
7 may adwit the State uncer this Constitu- that the people of the Territory are op- In pursuance of these views, I recom- = 
Ae tion, and that the people of Kansas may posed to the Constitution which is to be mend the passage of a law, directing an : 
a Message of the Acting Governor. be thus forced to submit to the operation submitted, in a certain form, on the 21st election to be held, either under existing S 
o T 7 of a fundamental Jaw, in the adoption of inst It is sufficient for the ocesgion regulations, or in pursuance of other suita- 
Ep Lecourtox, 8th Dee. 1857. which they have had no actual partici- which now convenes the Legislative As: ble provisions to be expressed inthe ast, : ie 
= Fellow citizens of the Council pation. N sembly, and for the purpose of this com- in which tho people shall be authorized to e. 
Nid and House of Representatives ie is not my purpose, nor 1s if necessa- munication, that there is wide spread dis- vote for the constitution, in either of the : 
3 , ry, to inquire buw tareither of the par- satisfaction, threatening to disturb the forms presented by the Convention, and ; 2 
ee Inthe absonce of the Governor, who, by ties into which the people wore unbappi- tranquility of the people. If there be also against that Constitution in both forms, a 
A leave of the President, has gone for a ly divided upon the proceedings in ques- any means of preventing the discórd and As any Jaw attempting to control the offi- ‘a 
ae ghort time to Washington, on important tuon, was justifiable in the course pur- possible “iolence, which are so seriously cers of the Convention and those acting i 
S able bisina oe dale duster sued. Jue only important question apprehended, as the result of the paitial under them, would be of mors than doubt- : 
= p 8, i l P Y which seems now to coucern the people, end imperfect election authorized to be ful validity, and might be wholly disregard- a 
ae . clothed, by the Organic Act, with all the or their representatives, is, as to the le- held at the time named, under the author ed by them, it would be prudent to provide 
Hs ; powers and duties of the chief Executive gal and polities} effect of the facts as sta- hy of the Constitutional Convention, it for a separate proceeding under different 
a ; effice of the Territory, I find myself com- ted—whethei they do, or do not impose is the solenm duty of the Legislature tu officers; but it might be of great conven- : 
z pelled, by a sense of duty, to call you to- YPOon the whole por an obligation : ascertain and adopt the measures most ienceto the people, and of some efficiency 
we, ihe /in anler that vous adecbeennk: the wogk or the Convention, an effectual for that eud. for the objects in view to hold this election ie 
he Oe ee i eos prOMP? to acquiesce in its plan of adopting the What appropriate and efficient measure at the same time, and at the same places š 
ar, legislative measures, to avert the calamities (Constitution and sending it up to Uon- can be adopted, in the existing emergen- provided for in the proclamation of the ; 
F which immmently threaten the public gress for the admission or Kansas as a cy, is a question not wł hout difficulty— President of the late Convention, in order 
Ta . peace. From the representations of a ma- Btate into the Union. , Some have proposed a repeal of the act of that the result may be communicated to l g 
= jority of your own bodies, as well as from If a Convention, organized as this was, the last Legislature, under which the Congress, at the earliest practicable mo- i : 
ir ier aereoa Oran Shah Re chaar on be considered as cusbodying 16 itselt Convention assembled and performed its ment, as the sovereign will of the people of 3 
Ki i ’ the sovereignty of the peopte, the dif- fúnctions But inasmuch as that law has Kansas. ” 
a I have reason to know, that recent events culty is undoubtedly insuperable, and been partially executed, iv is doubtful Tt would seem to me, that this single act a 
a have produced a profound agitation of tho the omission of the majority to vote last whether an aet of repeal would have the will be sufficient to meet the whole emer - 
= public mind, and that a sense of wrong and June, 1s past all present remedy. But, effect intended. It is certain, that if tbe gency, and to dispel the excitement whieh a 
2 injustice, whether well or ill-founded, and in my judgment, such a position cannot A were to be really submitted now threatens the peace of the Territory. a 
P an apprehension of greater evils to arise be successtully maintained. The funda: ere people, is ee guoa ae it by If it umes nigel m the re 2 
: hoehoe inaanod dib maneo mental principle ot popular self govern- Yote; N lagis ative repeal, between proposed, without any emoarrassing & a 
k m, La peo} ment, and especially of that “republican the dates of the submission and of the jungts, calculated to arouse  prejudiss 
ie Territory to a condition of dangerous ex- toim,” which the Constitution ot the Uni- tleetion, would not affect the validity of and to produce discord, the earnest direct 
i f citement. The proceedings of the lato Con- ted States guatantecs to every member the sovereign act of ratification, uvas and unity of the act, looking alone to 
F stitutional Convention aro the jminediate ot the Contederacy, excludes the possi- The true purpose which in my judge- ` the one great and rightful end of ascer- : 
co cause of this trouble and alarm. bility ot the delegation or transter of Ment, ought to cuntrol your legislation taining the true will of tha people and ao- 
im The law passed at the Inst scasion of the thar sovcicignty, vy the people. to amy Vn the present occasion, and that which curing its ascendency, -cannot fail to com- © 5 
: i are authority whatever In ats very nature, 1°, perhaps, the most pertinent and prac- mend it tothe ayprobanon of al) patriotis a 
3 Legislative Assembly, providing for the or- that sovereignty which eects goveru- ticable within your power, 1s, to provide hearts m the Territory and throughout the i 
* gamzation of a Consention to frame a Con- ments und endu-vs them with their legit- for the regular and legitimate cacreise of Union. ee , 
7 stitution for the government of Kansas as imate powers, can be exercised - only by the sovereignty of the people, in those The laws, now prevailing in this Ter- z 
s one of the States of the Union, was adopt- the people themselves. dt is incapable ports In w lich the Convention has at- ritory, provide for the proper punis: ment l 
z : of alienation, aud 1g as iseparably in- tempted to trammel or restrain it: in other of illegal and fraudulent voting; but - 
: ed at a period, when, unfortunately, the herent in the body of the people, as are words, to provide for a direct vote, under there is no provision which will reach ; 
i> people of the Territory were divided by a personal identity wud indepeudent will, youl own authority, upon the adoption of th. case of fraudulent returns The case 7 
à bitter hostility, resulting from the previous im euch iudividual T'he people cannot the Constitution which is to be partially of the late Oxford precinet in Johnson i a 
aa state of commotion and civil war. In eon- divest themselves of it, any more than an submitted, on the Ist inst, under} the County, was an encriuity so great, that 
. sequence of this embittered feehng, and the yndividual can dis est himself of his own authority of the Constitutional Conven- it has nowhere been defended or justified 
5 : i } , , mual responsrbility. Any otber theory ton, Yet the evil consequences of it aro scen ` 
; mutual distrust naturally thereby engen- would invelve the absurdity of the pos- } have alicady cayressed the grave in the fact, that cven the late Convention i 
a dered, one of the parties, constituting 3 gible subyeentun of the sor creigu to its doubts T entertain as to the power of the has been so far imposed upon, that in its 
= large majority of the people, reframed al- delegated agent. For if the soverciguty Logislatuic, in any mannet to interfere sue Hey for the State Legislature E 
most entirely from any participation in the be actually delegated or transferred, it with the proceedings of the Convention a e genera en naa me 
es A : proceedings instituted under the law aforo- "43 evidently be used to euslave the sov- But there can be no question as to your y en nson oun) Rr eee 1¥68, 
me ; > ; creigu people themselves dff the con-  authomty to provide, by a suitable Jaw, Wich must necessarily be ased on the E 
bat ae aa said. Tho See thorein p rovided for VAT yenaion could enact a Constitution, and for a fan ea presyon of the will of the betericusly false returns from that county. 3 “ 
. imperfectly obtained from an unwillmg peo- put it m force of its own authority, it people, upon the vital question of appro- In order to mcct the app! chensions, uat- i 
$ ple, in nineteen counties of the Territory; could readily adopt aud perpetuate the ving the Constitution That highest act wally growing out of these _circuistan- j 
5 while, in the remaining counties, being al most tyrannical provisions , for if the of sovercignty, the act of delegating ap- eee i peat i apc of a te , 
a go nineteen in number, fiom various causes, Constitution, as in this case, may be propriate powers, in the best fi rm of words T ia ie ka e oy wit ee s is 
> ' ideto coio the made permanent until 1868, ıt might and with the proper limitations, to a Penbamcut, lor any judge or Cerk o \ 
es no attenpt was GOS ei eae , oqually be made perpetual and unalter- State organization, so deeply involves clection, knowingly to place on the poll : 
>’ law. In somo instances, people and ofli- able. the dearest rights and imterests nf the books the names of persons not actually 7 
= cers were alike averse to the proceeding; In its essential character, when about people, that the very safety of our whole Present and voting, or otherwise corrupt- 3 
an in others, the officers neglected or refused to frame a State Government, the sover- system of self-government demands, mm all ly to make false returns, cither of the f 
i to act: and in some, there was but asmall ¢igety of the people of a Territory 1s cases, but especially wha any doubt or aie T order of the a ; 
Z radu. and aio. aan Olean ion identical with that of the people of a dissatisfaction prevails, an uncquivecal PP Ot any otuer eiection to be held tu ; 
: pop ; 199, = ’ State It must necessarily be equally as ratification of the Constitution to be this Territory. z 
a i enabling the people to secure a representa- plenary and independent : otherwise, the adopted. Perhaps a majority of the peo- L cannot close this communication, = 
J5 A tion in the Convention. Under the opera- new State would not stand upon an equal- ple may accept the instrument now before without expressing wy deep regret that 3 
= tion of all these causes combined, a census ity with the old ones. The perfect equali- them. in one or the other of the forms, be absence of the Governor, in this grave ‘ 
ae ` Hst was obtained of only nine thousand two ity of all the members of the confederacy iv which it is presented by the Conven- emergency, wall deprive you of the bene- ? 
oe ‘ hundred and fifty-one legal voters, confined 18 the very basis of the Federal Constitu- tion. In that case there could be wo fit of his Wise and patriotie counsel, His poi 
a Oe seks palabra S X tion. It istiuc thata Territory cannot ground of complaint ®for J doubt not the great expericuce in publie affairs, hig pro- A 
a to. precisely one-half the counties ofthe hecome u State of the Union without the whole people wi] cheerfully acquicece m found knowledge of the causes and effeots = ae 
aes Territary, though those, undoubtedly, con- consent of Congress. Bat this discretion the will of the majority, fairly ascertained. of political action, would nave been of 
eee tained much the larger part of the popula- on th part of Congress, does not imply On the other hand, it the people should infinite service tu the Territory in this ee 
ae ae . Kon. tbe powe: to dictate institutions to the decide against the Constitution in both dangerous erisis Upon all occasions, i 
Eea - "At the election which followed in pui- people of the Teritory, or insany way to forms, 1t would not be possible for Con- ™ bere he has addressed the people, offi- > 
2 : -  gtamce of the Iaw, only two thousand two restrain, or limit, or force theirisovergignty gress, without a x iolation ofall popular cially or utherwise, upon tbe affairs of 2 
5 oe in the exercise of its high function of iights, to admit Kansas into the Union the Territory, he has uniformly proclaim- Ie 
‘hundred persons, being Jess than one-fourth framing its own State government. The under it. The way would then be fairly ed his determination to exert al) his offi- Joe, 
of the registered voters, participated, inany only rightful power which Congress hag open for the passage of auy other appro- cial power and all his personal influence, ; 
- \<mahner, in ‘the-choice of delegates, either in the premises, 19, fo determine when priate measure, by virtuc of which the peo- to secure to the people of Kansas the sf 
pases by toting: for these. clected, or for other the new community is sufhciently mature plo, relieved from all former embarrass- Tight to decide, fully and independently : ra eee 
TR Zoe n 2 The ‘nvern o ageregate vote, in to assume an independent government, ments,.could elect their delegates toaCon- upon the adoption of their own ingtisu- eh 
My ae ae ae ate, ae AVARES ngarsa! : and to recogmzc the identity of the people vention and establish their onn institu- tions. Althoygh, my authority as act- ae 
“SP ye E's devor of the successful candidates, Was in their new form of a State That clause of tions, in their own way.in accordance with ing Governor, is wholly independent of = 
gong: Sem.) DAL. about eighteen hundred. the Constitution guarantceing to theStates the provisions of the Organic Act, andthe his, and cannot commit him in any way 1 
e E Ta oe e" Ee thus dpprars, that in the election of a “republican form of Government,” im- fundamental principles of self-govern- fur my acts, 1 conceive that in tak- +3 
Sah 2. iss, athe 15th June last, for delegates to the poses the obligation, te protect the peo- ment. — T ing tbe responsible step of calling you re 
Ae ues eae 8 mee gee Siac Ae ereit isà ol thë- peo: ple in their sovereignty, and to prevent It is difficult to see what objection could together and making the recommenda- +" 
AREE Ts ee a ode ve) BL eee eres P its alienation, if that were possible, asa be raised to such a Jaw, passed at the pres- tions now submitted, I am but following » tft 
Petes Se ES ples ‘purposely _¥efrained from voting, departure from the true 1epubliean form. ent time and to be executed co-tempora- to its logical conclusion, his whole policy, Poe ae 
See ee hand left the whole proceeding, with all Congress, therefore, has no rightful pow- neously with the vote upon the Constitu- -in all of which I have heretofore cor- Wace 
nite fa ra > a itsimportant conséqiicnees, to the active er to accept a State Government, which tion, as prov ided by the Convention. That dially concurred. oe ai i 
“se, 2 Tiii T e fainority, wilder whose.auspices the law is = received ans ofthe peo- o e its. lag froin o a Chat your labors may be directed to “ae 
eS IS es ee ined aud: alin oeasatad, we DO nioa tolive under it. The attempt thority of the Legislative Assembly. s the attainment of only good ends, thats ge 
T as gg eee t 2 3 to exercise such a power would be a plain constitutes its whole title to regularity and benign Providence may preside overyour eiF 
eo wee faris-that could. be done by the execu- violation of the Constitution. It would legitimacy; for no valid claim"can be bas- deliberations, and give you wisdom’ and aae 
eel D LATA, Fee_officers, without the concurrence of be nune the’ tessa usurpation, because ed upon any supposed recognition by the moderation, and’ forbearance, ‘such as ee ia 
a oe Ta = ` =the majotityof ‘the. people. the people of the State might afterwards people, inasmuch as the great majority of shall be appropriate and efficient to, allay. ron aoe 
ied fhe i be raad oF. the-majority fo go Tegin their violated sovereignty. them refrained from all participation in the the excitements, and digpel the dangere! - ee 
ct aa ee ee ee ee F rd J a See The. instances in which Congress has election. If that Convention, thws deriv- which surround this distracted’commun!- ° < ' aTi 
Pow Ley tiap” ite the election tor, lelegates, was unfor- ,ocoonized and received new States,with- ing its authority ‘solely. from the Begislt- ty, is the carnest-hope. and prayerjwith: 206 0 er 
BE Oe ne Se“ tunate; iy noir tograpparent to ho denied. out the actual submission of their CoÑsti- tive enactment which called it into existence, which Lcommit to you the grave interests, ae ng 
wy et ATA ATE bas producéd"all'the,evils-and dangers tutioris;to. the yote of the people, are not can send, up {ò Congress a Constitution:for  upon-which you-are-called to act! , Spd 
ros T RT Y off the presentsetiticalsHour. -It has.ena- necessarily in.conflict with the ‘principles’ fho Stato of Kansas, without actually sab’. * °°, FRED: *R, BEANTON. jo r gee e aD 
ooa, Š- L LY rbled a body of-mên zinot actually repre- mow asserted. Doubtless ifthe people of mitting it to the people, the same-Legis: ae a a 
sobo es". > pénting’ the -opinions a, people, 2 Territory'should quietly acquiesce in . Jature may, with equal regularity and lei We or eae ee 
“4. eso + though regularly andilegitama ely clothed the Adoption of a Constitution-passed:for ‘ality, ‘provide for ‘an! independent votoof? , 4 5 oea he o iS a DAS Gree 
“72% Ss with their authority; toeprepar doy them - them; they’might thus give very-satisfac-~ the people upon the actual ‘ratification ofis 5 YW SRI aS IT Be ed? 
ee aS, Torm of ‘government, aud’ to - tory evidence of tlicir approbation. -But the instrument which is sought tobeim-i , 7 e Sa es See es 
si “44-7” the. greater part of-its most Jastance-can, be found om, record, of a posed upon them. ~It is not to be suppos- +. © < re 
> Zee" aons from.the-test of po om accepted by Congress, against . ed that/Congress will disregard the voice ~; > . o a 
ie “Og. Te bas: ty. of the people, ex--- of the. ‘people, legally expressed in the C ao ooi BO e og tO eee eT 
T teints =" p whatever: manner proposed, whether its décision shall’ 0. La ma Soe wae eer S S 
assume, be for ör against the:Gonstiution.s e a e RE D a eea T a Aa Else ELT 
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